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LITTLE GIANT~

R, UNTERMY~
Er's practice
5 varied. A
warld map of his chents
would be studded with
colored pins from Ar-
gentina w Turkey. For
& fee of seven hundred
and seventy-five thou-
sand doHars ke has mer-
COppEr  Companies
worth  one  hundred
million dollars; for no
fee at all he has defend-
ed bricklayers on trial
before their ewn union
for unbricklayerlike
He was the
unfeed lawyer for M,
Sanger years ago when
she first started preach-
ing what was then call-
cd “race suicide.” He
has represented Reds and Cabinet of-
ficers.  He has officiated in our most
pretentious divorce cases and our most
chic annulments, appearing for (Ger-
aldine Farrar when she disespoused Lou-
Tellegen and for Alexander Smith
Cochran when he escaped from Ganna
Walska. In the case of Charles W,
Morse, the shipping king, he even an-
nulled an annulment. Few great rail-
road, insurance, or banking wars or
mergers of the last hnl{—urnmr}' have
been complete without Untermyer.

Criminal law is not his line, but he
gave an interesting specimen of his art
in the Crisanti case in 1909, Crisand,
i S:lﬂm’, had come home urmxpr(‘tr(ﬂ)‘,
to the astonishment of Mme. Crisanel
and 2z boarder.  One thing lod o an-
ather, and the J'm[mlsi'.'(- woman plung-
ed 2 breadknife between bior hushand’s
shoulder-hiades,

While this case was pending, Mr.
LTI‘ItCl‘in‘\'é'l' ll:-1|_‘|.‘('u|:l} to "'n'i"{L’ an :“!—
dress before the Bar Association. He
h L-:tp:::f his usual abuse on the e slession.
What were the leading lawyers of the
day but “a lot of highly paid clerks w
cuide financiers in the way of keeping
praverfully within the law”!  Where
were the great advocates?  Wher
were the Erskines, the Evars, the
Rufus Cheates, the Charles (V' Conors?
Dead were “the arts, learning, and
graces of advoeacy.”  He praised med-
icine for its frec service to the poor, and
denounced the bar for its servility to
the rich, Tt was a disgrace to ¢iviliza-
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Samnuel Untermyer

tion, he said, that
peniloss culprits should
he represented hy un-
tried lads. He assailed
the judpes for failing
to assign distinguished
counsellors te defend
paupers charged with
serious offences.
Judge Malone tock
the speaker at his word
and assigned him to
defend Mme, Crisant,
It was  Untermyer’s
matiden murder  ease,
One circumstance em-
harrassed him: the fact
that the knife had pene-
trated the back. Sclf-
defence, however, was
the plea;  the  sailor
wis  found to have
been  so  aggressive
that he atacked with hie back. He
was, in fact, retrogressing at Mme.
Crisanti with unique ferocity when the
blade found lodgment between the
bhostife  shoulder-blades.  Aside  from
her frailties, Mme, Crisanti wus 2
jewel of a woman, = model dam to the
young Crisantis; the Jate tar had been
very wying. Such was the case. Un-
wrmyer was at his best. The jury was
swept off its feet. There was never
any question about the au;lllil‘r:ﬂ; the
only question was one of aiding suffer-
ing womanhood. Twelve men came
back from the jury room with red-
rimmed eyes, a verdict of not guiley,
and a purse of five hundred dollars
which they had raised among them-
selves for Mme. Crisanti, A pretry
touch was added ro the case on the
following Christmas. A magnificenthy
rizged ship was delivered ar the Unrer-
myer home.  Mme, Urisanti and the
boarder, now united in the bonds of
holy matrimony, had constructed it
with their own hands; it was an exact
model of CUrisanti’s, the husband’s, last
ship.

NIR UNTERMYER started in earnest
on his Wall-Street-haiting carecr
in 1903, when he concluded that the
bankers had been very rough n re-
organizing the United States Shipping
Company. He represented  certain
bondholders; when he took the case,
the bonds were selhng at ten dollars,
and when he got through with the case,
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they had atained a value of more than
two thousand dollars.  His Gnancial
rasterpicee, that  of
chiselling twao million dollars off Ganna
Waiska’s claim against one of her
earhier husbands.  Questioning Charles
M. Schwab for three days, the lowver
was greatly impressed and bought 1
huge block of Bethlehem, He even-
tually profited to the extent of many
millions by his faith in Brother Charlie.
A year later the Tawyer played a pani
in stirring up the insurance scandals,
and his eyes were further opened to
the failings of Wall Srreer. [n the
clamor for reform he became one
the trinity of illassorted and mutually
hostile loudspeakers of the period—
Roosevelr, Untermyer, and Tom Law-
son.  He was cheek by juw] with the
satanic William Jennings Bryan, whe
never, under any circumstances, re-
ferred o Untermyer exeepr as “Ameri-
ca’s greatest Jawyer.,”  He was active
in the great insurance wars of 1904
and 1905 as unpaid counscl for policy-
holders and alse for & time as paid
counsel for James Hazen Hyde, whe
owned fifty=one per cent of the capital
stock of the Equitable.  Unteemyer
negotiated the sale of this stock to
Thomas Fortune Ryan for two and a
half million doflars, Later K. H, Har-
riman cocreed Ryan into selling it to
him. Sl later J. P. Movgan, Sr., co-
ereed Harriman intw selling & w hinm.
“T thought it would be safer with me,”
,\!m'g:‘m testificd Tater,

The Progressive upheaval
Untermyer to the top of the mad
political world of twenty vears ago.
Both at Washington and Albany he
led campaigns against Wall Street
When he was made counsel 1o the Pujo
Money Committee of the Howse of
Representarives in 1912, his enemivs
decided that things had gone oo far,
Tt was time to unmask Cagliostro, Jusse
James, and the last of the Borgias, A
suite of offices was taken and a large
stafl organized to gather diwa on the
life of Untermyer.  Some of the great-
est biographieal artists of the time
were  borrowed  from Burns  and
the Pinkertons.  Fishy-vyed contem-
porary historians were sent out to in-

however, was
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tossed

‘terview every client that “U,” as he

was knewn to the operatives, ever had;
specialists in trouble and bad news ex-
amined every lmwsuit and business ven-
1ure ht; hﬁd SVET b‘(‘\']l (‘llgﬁ:__{i.‘!.i :Hl.
The result of this great historical
enterprise was some forty  volumes,
entitled “Re Untermyer,” which are
extant in a safety-deposit vaul,  This
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hor, however, was incfiective for its
immediie purpose. Only two chapters
f the work were made public. It was
chareed that a tin property in which
the bowyer was interested did not turn
out as well as mighr have been expected
and that a New Jersey judge in the
Columbia Strawboard case had crig-
cized certain financial operations and
added that “Samuel Untermyer was
the managing genius of the whole
transoction.”  Mr. Untermyer replicd
that the jurst had not understond the
transaction; he explaned the case to
the Pujo Money Committee, which
gave him a vote of confidence. He
emerzod pracivally unhure from under
the enomy’s ultra-microscope. Tt svems
doubtful thar 2 man with weak spots
in his past would show Untermyer’s

Lfelonyg recklessness in making enemics.
Ir makes rather a cood impression when

a member of the bar wantonly ships the
face of the grievance committee of the
Bar Association; Untermyer accused Tt
of lacking the nerve to procecd aguinst
any lawyer who stole more than fifty
dollars, The one reflection that he has
taken seriously cume from the Supreme
Court of the United States a year ago;
that court held that he had violated
a rule by representing both trustees
and creditors in a bankruptey matter,
Contending  that the refiection was
unjust, the lawyer has placed his case
before the American Bar Association
and is fighting ta have the eriticism
removed from the Supreme Court
record,

F. became a hig national ficure by
his catechisms of famous bankers
before the 1912 Pujo Committee in
s pet witness was

Wishingten.
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“Now folks, we're not scientists here. We 1alk facts”
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George F. Baker, whe azreed that
too much money wmd power  wer
concentrated in oa few hands, Th

lawyer spent part of two diys inter-
t‘nl'__-ttrl'n; the clder Morgan,  Three
months later the financier died in Fgypt
and word was cabled over thar Unter-
myer's erossexamination  had  killed
him. This was unjust, as the Congre-
sional Record and the reports at the
time show that the lawyer handled
his celebrated witness with considera-
li-isﬂ.

Untermyer has contended, and has
offered r‘\‘illcn(‘f:, that he p]:‘_}xd an
important part in shaping the Federal
Reserve Act. But what of it? There
are Ellnu;h sclf-confessed authors of
the Federal Reserve Act to populate
all our unoccupicd Western lands,

Francis P. Garvan recently called
Untermyer the ablest pro-German
propogandist in America during the
propazanda days. War was postponed
for months by Bernstorfl's semi-officiz]
and  half-repudiated inrer-
view to the effsct that a
break in diplomatic relations
would mean war; this was
an Untermyer-inspired
idea which had a pro-
found cffect in Washing-
ton; the interview wus so
well arrenged that Berns-
torff could not be accused
of going over the head of
Wishington and addressing
the American people direct-
W. The Liwyer did his ue-
most to persuade the New
York Werld not ta pub-
lish its expesure of the far-
reaching plots of the Ger-
man financial agent, Helo-
rich Albert, whoe went to
sleep ona teain and allowed
his papers to be stolen by a
British agent.  Unrermyer
was of German ancestry;
his object was 1o Kkeep s
out of wury that was then
the object of the Ameri-
can government and most
of the American ]m-n;-l.-_
However, Mr. Untermyer
did @o rather fur when he
wrote to Heinrich Albert
suggesting  that  the denr
old morning 8wz could be
bought for use s one of
the Kaker's American
hause organs. His war ac-
count is pretty well budane-
ed, however. He was the
sccond bigpest stockholder







